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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

Claims 1-2 (Canceled) 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended) The gas bag protection device according to 
c l aim 1 claim 14 , wherein said membrane in a folded state of said gas bag is 
arranged inside said gas bag and turns outwards through said out l et outflow opening 
on inflation of said gas bag. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended) The gas bag protection device according to 
daiffl-4 claim 14 . wherein said second material of said membrane is constructed 
such that in a destroyed stat e it state said membrane defines an effective outflow 
cross-section. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended) The gas bag protection device according to 
claim 4, wherein said membrane in said destroyed state is so extensible that it that 
said membrane provides for one of an enlargement and reduction of said effective 
outflow cross-section as a function of an internal pressure in said gas bag. 
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Claim 6 (Currently Amended) The gas bag protection device according to 
daim-4 claim 14 . wherein said device for destroying said membrane is provided on 
an inner face of a steering wheel. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended) The gas bag protection device according to 
claim 1 claim 14 . wherein said first material and said membrane d e f i n e an define 
said inflatable volume of said gas bag, said inflatable volume of said gas bag 
increases when said membrane bulges through said outflow opening forward toward 
th e e xt e rior . 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended) The gas bag protection device according to 
cla i m 1 claim 14 . wherein said membrane is made of an elastic material. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended) A-gas The gas bag protection device according 
to claim 14. compris i ng: 

a gas bag which has an outer wal l made of a first mat e r i a l , said outor 
wall having at l east on e outflow opening; 

a m e mbrane mad e of an ext e ns i ble, s e cond material which is fast o nod 
to said out e r wa l l and cov e rs said outflow open i ng i n a not ful l y inflat e d stat e of said 
gas bag; 

wherein said first material and said membrane defin i ng an define said 
inflatable volume of said gas bag, bag; and 
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a d e v i c e prov i d e d outs i d e said gas bag and serving for d e stroy i ng said 
m e mbran e , said gas bag and sa i d d e vic e be i ng arrang e d spac e d so far apart from 
e ach oth e r that said m e mbran e e xpands and m ee ts said d e vic e on l y wh e n a 
pr e d e t e rm i n e d i nt e rna l pr e ssure of sa i d gas bag has b ee n r e ach e d. 

Claim 10 (Previously Presented) The gas bag protection device according to 
claim 9, wherein the inflatable volume defined by the first material and said 
membrane varies depending upon the load being applied to said gas bag. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended) The gas bag protection device according to 
claim 10, wherein said membrane in a folded state of said gas bag is arranged inside 
said gas bag and turns outwards through said out le t outflow opening on inflation of 
said gas bag. 

Claim 12 (Previously Presented) The gas bag protection device according to 
claim 9, wherein said outflow opening is covered only by said membrane. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended) The gas bag protection device according to 
ctaim-4 claim 14 . wherein said outflow opening is covered only by said membrane. 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended) A gas bag protection device comprising: 

a gas bag which has an outer wall defining an inflatable volume, said 
outer wall being made of a first material; 
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said outer wall having at least one outflow opening; 

a membrane made of an extensible, second material which is fastened 
to said outer wall and covers said outflow opening in a not fully inflated state of said 
gas bag; and a device provided outside said gas bag and serving for destroying said 
membrane; said gas bag and said device being arranged spaced apart from each 
other such that said membrane meets said device only when a predetermined 
internal pressure of said gas bag has been reached; wherein said membrane is 
arranged inside said gas bag volume and bulges outwards through said outlet 
outflow opening before reaching said device, wherein said membrane defines a 
recess that extends inwardly of said gas bag from said out le t outflow opening prior to 
inflation of said gas bag, said recess of said membrane having a pair of side walls 
that face each other and extend inwardly from said outlet outflow opening. 

Claim 15 (Previously Presented) The gas bag protection device according to 
claim 14, wherein all of said gas bag remains rearward from said device when said 
membrane is destroyed by said device. 

Claim 16 (Canceled) 

Claim 17 (Currently Amended) A-gas The gas bag protection device 
according to claim 14 . compr i s i ng: 

a gas bag wh i ch has an out e r wa ll mad e of a first mat e r i a l , sa i d out e r 
wa ll having at le ast on e outflow op e n i ng; 
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a m e mbran e mad e of an e xt e nsib le , s e cond mat e r i al wh i ch is f a st e n e d 
to said out e r wa ll and cov e rs said outflow op e ning i n a not fully inflat e d stat e of said 
gas bag; and 

a devic e provid e d outs i d e sa i d gas bag and s e rv i ng for d e stroy i ng said 
m e mbran e , wherein said membrane bulg i ng bulges outward through said outflow 
opening forward toward an ext e rior before reaching said device to increase the 
volume of said gas bag and reduce the pressure in said gas bag , said gas bag and 
said dev i c e being spac e d apart from e ach oth e r to caus o sa i d membran e to m ee t 
said d e v i c e and bo d e stroyed only wh e n a pr e d e t e rmin e d i nt e rna l pr e ssur e of sa i d 
gas bag has b ee n r e ach e d . 

Claim 18 (Currently Amended) A gas The gas bag protection device 
according to claim 14. compr i sing: 

a gas bag wh i ch has an out e r wal l b e ing mad e of a first mat e rial; said 
out e r wa ll hav i ng at le ast on e outflow op e ning; 

a m e mbrane mad e of an e xtensibl e s e cond mat e ria l wh i ch is fastonod 
to said out e r wal l and direct l y cov e rs said outflow op e n i ng i n a not fu ll y inflat e d state 
of s ai d gas bag; and 

a d e v i c e provided outsid e said gas bag and s e rv i ng for d e stroying said 
mombrano, said gas bag and said d e vic e b e ing arr a ng e d spac e d apart from e ach 
oth e r such that sa i d m e mbran e can d i r e ct l y moet sa i d d e v i ce, but on l y wh e n a 
pr e d e t e rmin e d internal pr e ssur e of said gas bag has b ee n r e ach e d, wherein said 
membrane is arranged inside said gas bag volum e and bulges outwards through 
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said outl e t outflow opening before directly reaching said device, thereby giving the 
gas bag a greater volume , wh e r ei n sa i d m e mbran e d e fin e s a r e c e ss that e xt e nds 
i nward l y of sa i d gas bag from said outl e t op e n i ng prior to i nflat i on of said gas bag, 
said r e c e ss of sa i d m e mbran e hav i ng sid e wal l s that e xt e nd i nward l y from said out le t 
op e ning . 

Claim 19 (Previously Presented) The gas bag protection device according to 
claim 9 wherein said membrane is made of an elastomeric material. 



